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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

April 22, 2018    Eleven o’clock 
 

THE PRELUDE “Gabriel’s Oboe”  Morricone  
 Matthew Covington, oboe   

 

THE WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 Leader: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, 
   let us forgive one another. 
   The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 People: And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another or exchange,  
by words and gesture, signs of peace and reconciliation. 

 

THE PRELUDE  (continued)  
 

**THE CALL TO WORSHIP  
 Leader:  The Lord is our light and our salvation 
 People: why should we be afraid? 
 Leader: The Lord protects us from danger 
 People: why should we worry? 
 Leader: God’s house is our shelter and retreat. 
 People: It is here that we find peace 
   in the midst of turmoil in our lives. 
 Leader: God’s love shelters us in times of trouble. 
 People: Let us enter God’s presence with thanksgiving 
   and praise, offering our worship with joy! 
 

**THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN 487 
“When Morning Gilds the Skies” laudes domini 

 

THE PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 

THE CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

*THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 
 You are the shepherd and we are your flock, 
 but we admit the times we have tried to  
 take your place and take control ourselves. 
 We admit that we have not always trusted 
 your good news to be good for us. 
 At times we have pleaded with you to care for us, 
 but we have held back from caring for others 
 and ignored the suffering of the world around us. 
 

 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

 Loving shepherd,  
 teach us by the Holy Spirit to follow you 
 in and through all places and times, 
 trusting in your presence and love  
 to see us through to your promised kingdom. 
 

Upon entering the 
sanctuary, let us be 
reverent in silence, 

fervent in prayer, hearty 
in praise, and expectant 

of God’s presence. 

Notes on the Bulletin: 
(*) Those who are able 

in the congregation  
are asked to stand 

(**) Ushers will seat 
late arrivers 

Please sign and pass  
the register and,  

noting one another’s 
names, return it. 

This is not just a 
morning hymn, though 

this excerpt from an 
English translation of an 

early 19th-century 
German text may not 

convey how thoroughly 
the original deals with 
different kinds of time 

throughout the day. The 
tune was composed as a 

setting for this English 
text. 

Based on Psalm 27:1, 
 5-6 
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THE SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION 
 

THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Leader: . . . Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 

*THE CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  dennis (438) 
Before our Maker’s throne 

We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free; 
And perfect love and friendship reign 

Through all eternity. 
 

THE CONVERSATION WITH THE CHILDREN 
This, this is where children belong, 

welcomed as part of the worshipping throng. 
Water, God’s Word, bread and cup, prayer, and song: 

This is where children belong. 
 

THE PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING Psalm 27:1-5
 (following each reading)   Pew Bible, O.T., p. 503 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

THE ANTHEM 
 “The Lord is my Shepherd” from Requiem Rutter 

 
THE NEW TESTAMENT READING Matthew  6:5-14 
        Pew Bible, N.T., pp. 5-6 
 

THE SERMON  “Deliver Us from Evil”  Bob DeWitt 
 

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 We believe in the triune God,  
  Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
  who gathers, protects, and cares for the church 
  through Word and Spirit.  
  This, God has done since the beginning of the world  
  and will do to the end. 
 We believe in one holy, universal Christian church,  
  the communion of saints  
  called from the entire human family. 
 We believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation  
  is made manifest in the church  
  as the community of believers  
  who have been reconciled with God 
  and with one another. 
 We believe that God has entrusted the church  
  with the message of reconciliation  
  in and through Jesus Christ. 

The Congregation is 
invited to sing as the 
children come forward. 
Children younger than 
kindergarten age may 
go to the nursery 
following the  
children’s sermon. 

While never mentioned, 
apartheid is the context 
for the confession. 
Belhar lifts up the heart 
of the Gospel as a 
bringer of hope for the 
human condition. It 
presents  a Christian 
view of racism, 
separation, and 
suffering by those who 
had experienced the 
realities of these evils 
and demonstrates  
that confessional 
affirmations can arise 
from social ethics. 
Belhar was adopted by 
the PC(USA) for 
inclusion in the Book of 
Confessions by the 
General Assembly in 
2016. 
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 We believe that, in obedience to Jesus Christ,  
  its only head, the church is called to confess  
  and to do all these things,  
  even though the authorities  
  and human laws might forbid them  
  and punishment and suffering be the consequence. 
 Jesus is Lord. 
 
*THE HYMN 396     “O for a Closer Walk with God”  caithness 
        

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
. . . Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

THE OFFERING 
 

THE OFFERTORY 
 “The Water is Wide”    Appalachian Folk Melody, arr. Covington  
  Matthew Covington, oboe   
  

*THE DOXOLOGY    old hundredth (592) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

*THE HYMN  371  “Lift High the Cross”   crucifer 
 

*THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

*THE CHORAL RESPONSE 
“Sevenfold Amen”    Stainer  
  Sanctuary Choir 
 

*THE POSTLUDE    “Lift High the Cross” arr.  Busarow 

This majestic hymn 
celebrates the paradox 

that for Christians a 
means of painful death 
has been transformed 

into a symbol of 
renewed life; a sign of 
defeat has become an 

emblem of victory. With 
the cross traced on our 

foreheads at Baptism 
we are marked as 

Christ’s own forever. 

Merely longing for a 
restored relationship 

with God is not enough; 
real repentance 

requires amendment of 
life. This tune was one 

of the new common 
tunes in the Scottish 

Psalter of 1635. 
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NEXT SUNDAY, April 29, 2018 
The Fifth  Sunday of Easter 
Acts 8:26-40  
Psalm 22:25-31  
1 John 4:7-21  
John 15:1-8  
Youth Sunday 
 
A WARM WELCOME in the name of Jesus 
Christ is extended to everyone 
worshiping with us. If you have any 
questions about our church or if you are 
interested in becoming a member of First 
Presbyterian Church, please speak to a 
minister or one of the elders. You may 
join the Presbyterian Church by 
profession of faith in Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Savior, by reaffirmation of faith, or 
by transfer of your letter from another 
church. 
 
APRIL RESPONSIBILITIES 
 Elders on Call: 
  April 22 — 28 
  Sloan Goforth, Toni Conger 
 

 Sanctuary Guild: 
  Robin Downs, Sally Parker 
 

 Opening/Closing the Church: 
  Rhyne Scott 
 

USHERS TODAY 
Jim Tarman, Sloan Goforth, Jason Petree, 
Bob Spencer, Rada Spencer, Lamar 
Austin, Deacon Petree 
  
USHERS APRIL 29 
Dennis Setzer, Judy Watts, Dick Sears, 
Matt Carbone, Gina Terry, Wendell 
Worthington, Andrew Setzer 
  
NURSERY TODAY 
Sherry George (and girls), Melinda 
Childress 
 
NURSERY APRIL 29 
Falon Speaks, Annie Parker, Natasha 
Austin/Katie Long 
 
THE FLOWERS in the sanctuary today 
are given to the glory of God and in honor 
of Lynda Sloan for her 20 years of 
dedication and service to the O.W.L.S.  

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
Ann Brady 
Mattie Meech 
Mary Sanders 
 Genesis Elder Care 
 550 Glenwood Dr. 
 Mooresville, NC 28115 
Maureen Snoddy 
Elaine Steele 
 The Pines Health Center, Room 151 
Fielding Deaton 
Dennis Woodall  

Brookdale Peachtree 
Bill Gilliam 
 The Gardens 
Becky Kirkman 
John Frazier 
 At Home 
 

COVER ART: “The Good Shepherd ” by 
Eric Gill, 1926.   
 

CONGREGATIONAL CONVERSATIONS 
The  first of three congregational 
conversations was held last week. 
Thanks to all who made it a point to 
attend. If you were unable to attend, 
please see David Jones, or another 
member of the Mission Study Team, for 
an opportunity to share thoughts and 
ideas. The next meetings will be April 29 
and May 20. They begin at 8:45 am and 
end at 10:30 am, are held in lieu 
of Sunday School, and include breakfast 
provided by the Fellowship Ministry and 
the Young Men's Bible Class.   
 

THE MACDOWELL MUSIC CLUB Spring 
Variety Show and Dessert will be on 
Friday, April 27 at 7:00 at Broad Street 
UMC. The Cherub and Junior Choirs are 
asked to join in a Community Children’s 
Choir for this event. Songs will include 
repertoire from Annie! Tickets sold at the 
door. Proceeds benefit music 
scholarships for local students. 
 

CHERUB AND JUNIOR CHOIRS will sing 
on Youth Sunday, April 29 and on 
Sunday, May 6. 
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FPC will host the Lake Norman Orchestra, today at 3:00. The orchestra will be joined by 
guest organist, Dreama Lovitt, of Winston-Salem, and the Sanctuary Choir. 

The Lake Norman Orchestra 

CONGRATULATIONS to Brandon and Janie Tarman Smith on the birth of 
their son, Charles (Charlie) Grier Smith on April 18 at 4:12 a.m. Proud 
grandparents are Jim and Jane Tarman.  
 
WE  ARE PLEASED TO WELCOME Matthew Covington to  worship this 
Sunday. Matthew is a freelance oboist who performs with the Greensboro Symphony 
Orchestra and the Carolina Philharmonic. He is a graduate of UNC Greensboro and lives in 
Winston Salem. 
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Most people are familiar with the seal of the PC(USA) - you see it 
on bulletins, the church newsletter, and on the website, but how 
many know all the hidden meaning behind it? The seal was 
designed to reflect the pluralism of the church and the many gifts 
which God gives to its members. The seal's individual parts, when 
taken together, form an encompassing visual and symbolic unity, 
while not exhausting the richness of possible interpretations. Over 
the next several weeks, we’ll explore all the different parts that 
make up the symbol at the heart of our denomination. 

 The dominant structural and theological element in 
the design is the cross — the universal and most 

ecumenical symbol of the Christian church. The cross 
represents the incarnate love of God in Jesus Christ 

and his passion and resurrection. Because of its 
association with Presbyterian history, the Celtic cross 

was chosen as a model for this contemporary 
rendering of the ancient symbol. 

SYMBOLS OF THE PC(USA) 

In experimenting with the basic lines and shapes of the 
cross, the contour of a book began to emerge in the 

horizontal section, and the two center lines of the cross 
became the representation of an open book. This 

integration of the horizontal dimensions of the cross 
with the book motif highlights the emphasis which the 
Reformed tradition has placed on the role of Scripture 

as a means of knowing God's word. 

The slightly-flared shape of the Celtic cross also makes 
possible the transforming of the uppermost section 

into the shape of a descending dove. As a symbol of the 
Holy Spirit, the dove is intimately tied to the 

representation of the Bible, affirming the role of the 
Spirit in both inspiring and interpreting Scripture in 

the life of the church. The dove also symbolizes Christ's 
baptism by John and the peace and wholeness which 
his death and resurrection bring to a broken world.  
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www.fpcstatesville.org 
www.facebook.com/fpcstatesville 

Wes Pitts 
Melody Morrison Beaty 

Neal Hayes 

Director of Christian Education 
Director of Music 
Organist 

First Presbyterian Church 
125 N. Meeting Street 
Statesville, NC 28677 
Phone: 704-873-7244 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Sunday 
April 

22 

9:45 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 

3:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 

 
 

 Sunday School 
Worship 
Lake Norman Orchestra 
Youth Choir 
Youth Dinner 
Youth Group 
FCJ Deadline 

Monday 
April 

23 

6:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

 Support Ministry 
Session 

Tuesday 
April 

24 

3:00 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 

 

 FPC Team at Fifth Street 
FPC Softball, McClure Park 

Wednesday 
April 

25 

10:00 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 

4:00p.m. 
4:45 p.m. 
5: 45 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

 Staff Meeting 
The Gospels 
Cherub Choir 
Junior Choir 
Handbell Choir 
Sanctuary Choir 

Sunday 
April  

29 

8:45 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 

5:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 

 
 

 Congregational Conversation 
Youth Sunday 
Youth Choir 
Youth Dinner 
Youth Group 
 


