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 THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Sunday of Advent 

 
December 3, 2017 Eleven o’clock 
 
THE PRELUDE 

“Rorate Caeli” Demessieux 
 
THE GREETING 
 
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

Leader: Since God has forgiven us in Christ,  
let us forgive one another.  
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another or exchange,  
by words and gesture, signs of peace and reconciliation. 

 
SILENCE 
 
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
THE INTROIT 

“Shine, Advent Candle, Shine” arr. Shafferman 
Cherub and Junior Choirs 

 
*THE CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: We light this candle as a sign of the coming  
light of Christ. 
Advent means coming.  
We are preparing for the coming of the Lord.  
We are preparing ourselves for the days  
when the nations shall beat their swords  
into plowshares, and their spears  
into pruning hooks; 

People: Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 

All: Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
 
*THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN 2 hyfrydol 

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 
 
*THE PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 
THE CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 

God of the future, 
you are coming in power to bring all nations  
under your rule. 
We confess that we have not expected your kingdom, 

Upon entering the 
sanctuary, let us be 
reverent in silence, 

fervent in prayer, hearty 
in praise, and expectant 

of God’s presence. 

Notes on the Bulletin: 
(*) Those who are able 

in the congregation  
are asked to stand. 

(**) Ushers will seat 
late arrivals. 

Please sign and pass 
the register and,  

noting one another’s 
names, return it. 

– from Isaiah 2:4 

With its opening 
“Come,” the 

processional hymn 
sounds the note of 

entreaty and invitation 
that marks Advent 

(from the Latin 
adventus = “coming”). 

Its blend of memory 
and hope gives voice 

to our present faith as 
we stand between the 

past and the future.  

– Isaiah 40:3-5 
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for we live casual lives, ignoring your promised judgment. 
We accept lies as truth, exploit neighbors, 
abuse the earth, and refuse your justice and peace. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Grant us wisdom to welcome your way, 
and to seek things that will endure 
when Christ comes to judge the world. 

 
THE SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION  
 
THE KYRIE 

You are the Lord, giver of mercy! 
You are the Christ, giver of mercy! 
You are the Lord, giver of mercy! 

 
THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Leader:  Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her 
warfare is accomplished,  
that her iniquity is pardoned, 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand double 
for all her sins. 
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.  

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
 
*THE RESPONSE  christ, be our light 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 
Light for the world to see. 

 
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 
 
THE CONVERSATION WITH THE YOUNGER CHURCH 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray, 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there. 

  
THE PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
THE OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 64:1-9 

(following each reading) Pew Bible, O.T., pp. 694-695 
Leader: This is the word of the Lord, 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
THE ANTHEM 

“Advent Bell Choir” Wagner 
Sanctuary Choir and Handbell Choir 

 

— Isaiah 40:1-2 

The prophet expresses 
human longing for God 
to change the world and 
make divine presence 
and power known 
again. 
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THE NEW TESTAMENT READING Mark 13:24-27 

 Pew Bible, N.T., p. 50 
 
THE SERMON 

“Longing for Change” Steve Scott 
 
*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,  
seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*THE HYMN 5, verses 1 - 3 

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” picardy 
 
THE OFFERING 
 
THE OFFERTORY 

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” Miller 
Youth Choir 

 
THE INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

The Nicene Creed, 
dating from the early 

fourth century, shortly 
after Christianity 

became legal, is the 
most widely shared 

statement of Christian 
belief. Its significance is 

to assert not merely 
that Jesus Christ is like 

God but is in fact of the 
same being. The 

creed's scriptural basis  
is in John 1. 

Jesus speaks to his 
disciples of the end, 

the time for which no 
one knows. Believers 
are to “keep awake.”  

The flowering of 
English hymnody in 

the 19th century 
included the 
rediscovery, 

translation, and 
versification of ancient 
Christian hymns, such 

as this text from one 
of the earliest existing 
Christian liturgies. It is 

set here to an 
adaptation of a 17th-

century French 
melody.  



5 

 

 

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Leader: … Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with 

the celestial choirs and with all the faithful of every 
time and place, who forever sing to the glory of 
your name: 

All (singing): 

(The prayer continues …)  
 

. . . Great is the mystery of faith: 

 
(The prayer continues and concludes with …) 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

…Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
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Cups in the trays 
contain red wine or 

white grape juice. 
Worshipers may 

partake of the cup as 
they receive it or hold it 

to partake with the 
minister after everyone 

has been served. 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever. 

 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE COMMUNION 
 
THE CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (singing) 

Choir: Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
All: And all that is within me, bless God’s holy name! 
Choir: Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
All: And forget not all God’s benefits. 

 
THE PRAYER 
 
THE HYMN 5, verse 4 

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” picardy 
 
*THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
*THE CHORAL RESPONSE 

“May the Road Rise to Meet You”  Rutter 
Sanctuary Choir 

 
*THE POSTLUDE 

“Savior of the Nations, Come” Bach 

– Psalm 103:1-2 
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NEXT SUNDAY, December 10, 2017 
The Second Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 61:1-4; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24;  
Luke 1:46-55; Mark 13:24-37 
Sam Marshall Preaching 
Sermon: “When You Wish Upon a Star” 

The Reverend Samuel Preston Marshall III is 
general presbyter of Salem Presbytery and 
will be retiring at the end of this month. As 
our church was the first congregation of 
Salem Presbytery in which he worshiped 
upon his arrival, it is appropriate that it 
should be the last where he preaches while 
he is still general presbyter.  
 

 A WARM WELCOME in the name of Jesus 
Christ is extended to everyone worshiping 
with us. If you have any questions about 
our church or if you are interested in 
becoming a member of First Presbyterian 
Church, please speak to a minister or one of 
the elders. You may join the Presbyterian 
Church by profession of faith in Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Savior, by reaffirmation of faith, 
or by transfer of your letter from another 
church. 

DECEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES 
Sanctuary Guild: 

Bob Dearman, Rebecca Jones, 
Rebekah Whittington 

Opening/Closing the Church: 
Nate McElwee 

 
USHERS TODAY 

Jim Tarman, Lamar Austin,  
Sloan Goforth, Jason Petree,  
Bob Spencer, Rada Spencer,  
Lilli Beaty 
 

USHERS DECEMBER 10 
Dennis Setzer, Matt Carbone,  
Dick Sears, Judy Watts,  
Wendell Worthington,  
Andrew Setzer 

 
NURSERY TODAY 

Sarah Davis, Rudy Davis,  
Lynn Brenna
  

NURSERY DECEMBER 10 
Katie Long, Susan Deal,  
Christina Zanotti 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
Mary Sanders 
Maureen Snoddy 
Fielding Deaton 
Bill Gilliam 
Mary Helen Walker 
Dennis Woodall 

Brookdale Peachtree 
Becky Kirkman  

5125 Micheaux Road 
Greensboro, NC 27410 

 
REHEARSAL FOR MESSIAH today, 1:00-
2:00 P.M., with the performance on 
December 17, at 3:00 p.m. 
 
JOY GIFT PROGRAM AND DINNER will be 
held next Sunday, December 10. The 
program will begin at 5:00 p.m. The Cherub 
Choir will present songs, Come, Emmanuel 
and Mary Had a Baby. The Youth Choir will 
sing several beautiful anthems of Advent 
and Christmas. The Junior Choir will 
present the musical “Room for Christmas” 
with the aid of the Youth and Cherub 
Choirs. Angel Tree Gifts will be received 
during the musical as part of the act of 
"making room" for Christmas. The dinner 
will be held at 6:00 p.m. in the Fourth Creek 
Meeting Hall. The menu includes pot roast, 
potatoes, green beans, rolls and lots of 
homemade cakes and cookies. There will be 
no charge for the dinner; however, 
donations will be appreciated 
 
HANDEL'S MESSIAH 
Presented by First Presbyterian Church  
and Mitchell Community College 
December 17, 3:00 p.m. 
Kelly Hutchinson, soprano 
Melody Morrison Beaty, soprano 
Kathleen Smith, mezzo-soprano 
Jonathan Lodgek, tenor 
Eric Loftin, bass 
Community Chorus 
Neal Hayes, organ 
Jane Pardue, piano 
 
Joined by Youth String Ensemble: 
Luke Stikeleather and Rachel Palmer, violin 
Madeline Walker, cello 
 
Melody Morrison Beaty, Director 



8 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
125 North Meeting Street 

Statesville, NC 28677 
Phone: 704-873-7244 

www.fpcstatesville.org 
www.facebook.com/fpcstatesville 

Stephen W. Scott 
Wes Pitts 

Melody Morrison Beaty 
Neal Hayes 

Pastor 
Director of Christian Education 
Director of Music 
Organist 

THE CHURCH AT WORK: STUDY, SHARE, SERVE 
 

Today 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:40 a.m. Session 
 11:00 a.m. Worship / Communion 
 1:00 p.m. Messiah Rehearsal 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 6:00 p.m. Youth Dinner 
 6:30 p.m. Youth Group 
 
Monday 6:30 p.m. Water Into Wine - Wine Maestro 
 
Tuesday 10:30 a.m. Communications Ministry 
 6:00 p.m. Worship Ministry 
 
Wednesday 10:00 a.m. Staff/Prayers 
 12:00   m. Gospels 
 4:00 p.m. Cherub Choir 
 4:45 p.m. Junior Choir 
 5:45 p.m. Handbell Choir 
 7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir 
 
Friday      Office Closed 
 
Saturday 6:00 p.m. Young Men’s Bible Class Party 
  
NEXT Sunday, December 10 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 5:00 p.m. Joy Gift Program 
 6:00 p.m. Joy Gift Dinner 


