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 THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

The Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

June 25, 2017 Eleven o’clock 
 

THE PRELUDE 
“Opening Voluntary” Beckel 

 

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: I love the Lord because he hears my request  

for mercy. 
People: I’ll call out to him as long as I live,  

because he listens closely to me. 
Leader: What can I give back to the Lord for all the good 

things he has done for me? 
People: I’ll lift up the cup of salvation. 
Leader: I’ll call on the Lord’s name. 
People: I’ll keep the promises I made to the Lord  

in the presence of all God’s people. 
 

*THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN 461 
“God Is Here!” abbot’s leigh 

 

*THE PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 

THE CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 
Holy God, we call you Lord, 
yet it is so easy for us to worship other things, 
other activities, other relationships, other gods. 
You tell us we cannot serve two masters, 
yet we spend more time focusing our energies elsewhere, 
diverting our time, our energy, our money,  
our attention away from you. 
Forgive us, gracious God,  
when our hearts are led astray, 
when we serve other gods and worship them. 
As we turn away from our distractions and sin, 
strengthen us to set our faces toward Jerusalem, 
to take up our cross and follow you. 

 

THE SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION  
 

THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Leader: . . . Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 

*THE RESPONSE new england (294) 
Wherever I may wander, wherever I may be, 

I’m certain of my Maker’s love; God’s care is over me. 
God made the great high mountains,  

and  made the wide blue sea; 
God made the sky where airplanes fly;  

God made the world and me. 

Upon entering the 
sanctuary, let us be 
reverent in silence, 

fervent in prayer, hearty 
in praise, and expectant 

of God’s presence. 

Notes on the Bulletin: 
(*) Those who are able 

in the congregation  
are asked to stand 

(**) Ushers will seat 
late arrivers 

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-14 

Commissioned for the 
dedication of a 

renovated worship 
space in Austin, Texas, 

the text of this first 
hymn is one of the few 
to devote attention to 

how customary church 
features facilitate 

worship. The tune was 
composed in wartime 

Britain to replace a 
Haydn tune tainted by 

Nazi associations.  
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 **THE CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

THE CONVERSATION WITH THE YOUNGER CHURCH  
 new england (294) 

Throughout the whole creation I see God’s loving care 
For everyone in every land, God’s children everywhere. 

Wherever I may wander, wherever I may be, 
I’m certain of my Maker’s love; God’s care is over me. 

 

THE PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

THE FIRST OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 21:8-21 
(following each reading) Pew Bible, O.T., p. 17 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

THE SECOND OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 20:7-13 
(following each reading) Pew Bible, O.T., p. 722 

 

THE ANTHEM 
“Like as a Father” Cherubini 

Elizabeth Ford, soprano; John Lynch, tenor; and  
David Parker,  baritone 

 

THE GOSPEL READING Matthew 10:24-39 
 Pew Bible, N.T., pp. 10-11 

 

THE SERMON “When Scripture Gets Hard” Wes Pitts 
  

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
In life and in death we belong to God. 
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 
whom alone we worship and serve.  
We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba Father. 
In sovereign love God created the world good 
and makes everyone equally in God's image, 
male and female, of every race and people, 
to live as one community. 
But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. 
Ignoring God's commandments, 
we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, 
accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, 
and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. 
We deserve God's condemnation. 
Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. 
In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah  
chose a covenant people to bless all families of the earth. 
Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel 
from the house of bondage. 
Loving us still,  
God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. 
Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, 
like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, 
God is faithful still. 

Children younger than 
kindergarten age may 
go to the nursery 
following the  
children’s sermon. 

Please sign and pass the 
register and,  
noting one another’s 
names, return it. 

From Psalm 103:13 

“The Brief Statement of 
Faith” is a confessional 
document written in the 
wake of Presbyterian 
reunion and adopted as 
part of The Book of 
Confessions and the 
constitution of the 
church by the General 
Assembly and 
presbyteries in 1991. 
The panel of leaders 
who wrote the 
affirmation represented 
a broad theological 
span, from evangelicals 
to feminists.  
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*THE HYMN 298 in babilone 

“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

. . . Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
THE OFFERING 
 
THE OFFERTORY 

“Fairest Lord Jesus”  Schroeder 
 

*THE DOXOLOGY old hundredth (592) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
*THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
*THE HYMN 285 

“God, You Spin the Whirling Planets” austrian hymn 
 
*THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
*THE CHORAL RESPONSE 

“Twofold Amen” Dresden 
Sanctuary Choir 

 
*THE POSTLUDE 

“Psalm 19: The Heavens Declare” Marcello 

These stanzas, 
excerpted from a quite 

a few more, offer a 
reminder that the 

model for our dealings 
with others should be 

God’s generosity rather 
than limited human 

tolerance. The text is 
effectively set to a 

broad and sturdy Dutch 
folk melody, probably 

from the 17th century.  

This text for the last 
hymn was written for 

the 1979 National 
Meeting of United 

Presbyterian Women, 
whose theme, “In the 

Image of God, ” is 
variously considered 

here as reflection, 
focus, distortion, and 

polishing for clarity. The 
words are well set to an 

anonymous 19th-
century American tune.  
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NEXT SUNDAY, July 2, 2017 
The Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Genesis 22:1-14 
Psalm 13 
Romans 6:12-23 
 John 10:22-30 
Jack Causey Preaching 
“A Craving for Clarity” 
 
A WARM WELCOME in the name of Jesus 
Christ is extended to everyone 
worshiping with us. If you have any 
questions about our church or if you are 
interested in becoming a member of First 
Presbyterian Church, please speak to a 
minister or one of the elders. You may 
join the Presbyterian Church by 
profession of faith in Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Savior, by reaffirmation of faith, or 
by transfer of your letter from another 
church. 
 
JUNE RESPONSIBILITIES 

Elders on Call: 
Ann Speaks 

Sanctuary Guild: 
Kathy Carpenter, Joy Morrison 

Opening/Closing the Church: 
Nate McElwee 

 
USHERS TODAY 

Jim Pickett, Beth Davidson,  
Jeff Hartmann, Steve Hartzog,  
David Rothwell, Aiden Zanotti 

 
USHERS JULY 2 

Don Searcy, Calvin Alexander,  
Ann Kincaid, Katie Long,  
Ryan Oliphant, Dylan Sutton 

 
NURSERY TODAY 

Janice Searcy, Don Searcy,  
Lauren Oliphant 

 
NURSERY JULY 2 

Sherry George, Melinda Childress,  
Liz Petree 

 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
Sue Walser 

At home 
Fred Deaton 
 The Pines Health Center 
Mary Helen Walker 

Brookdale Peachtree 
2806 Peachtree Road, 28625 

Dennis Woodall  
Brookdale Peachtree 

 
WELCOME, NEAL HAYES: With a 
background in music, organ, and labor 
law, Neal comes to FPC after serving at 
Davidson United Methodist Church 
(Davidson, North Carolina), Christ 
Church Cathedral (Louisville, Kentucky), 
and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
(Blissfield, Michigan).  He attended 
Wittenberg University (B.A. in Music) 
and the University of Virginia School of 
Law. Neal is pursuing graduate studies at 
Salem College. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to Jay and Julia 
Steele, on the birth of their daughter, 
Fern Estelle Steele, on June 15; and to 
Mac and Mary Steele on the birth of their 
son, Parker Neville Steele, on June 19. 
John Steele is the proud grandfather. 
 
WE SHARE with Stamey Holland and 
family the hope we have in the Risen 
Christ in the death of Mary Gordon 
Holland, on June 20, in Statesville. 
 
MINISTER'S VACATION: Steve Scott is 
on vacation. He and Laurie will return to 
Statesville on July 2, and he will be back 
in the office on July 5. In the event of 
urgent need, you may contact him 
through the church office.  
 
OFFICE CLOSED FOR MINOR WORK: 
The floors in the entrance area outside 
the church office are being refinished this 
week. While the office will be closed, 
telephones and email will be monitored. 
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REGISTER FOR VBS: Hero Central — 
Discover your strength in God, July 23-
26! Dinner at 5:30 p.m., activities start at 
6:00 p.m. See Wes Pitts for details. 
 
ADULT VBS: Join Steve Scott in exploring 
prospects for mission in Haiti. July 23-25, 
6:00-7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Room. 
 
PAINTING HELP NEEDED: As FPC 
prepares to host Salem Presbytery on 
August 12, we are organizing two 
Saturday workdays in July to paint. Plans 
include painting the stairwell, as well as 
some walls, doors, and trim on the main 
level. If you are available to help, please 
call Richard Boyd at 704-252-3611. 
 
AREA RUG NEEDED for the lobby area 
outside the church office. A rug 
measuring 6x9 or 8x10 will work best. 
For more information, please call Jane 
Lentz (704.873.0156) or the church 
office (704.873.7244). 
 

OPEN DATES FOR FLOWERS: If you 
wish to place flowers in the sanctuary for 
our worship service, most Sundays in 
July and August are available. Please 
contact the church office (704.873.7244.) 
 
CHURCH SECRETARY NEEDED: Cheryl 
Maner and her family are moving to 
Wilmington in July. Her position will be 
open beginning July 17. This position 
requires a person with strong computer 
skills, flexibility, and creativity, as well as 
a pleasant and helpful manner in 
working with church members, 
community, and staff. Please contact the 
church office at 704.873.7244 or 
office@fpcstatesville.org for more 
information. 
 
HYMN NOTES are borrowed from the 
hymnal Glory to God.  

tel:(704)%20252-3611
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First Presbyterian Church 
125 N. Meeting Street 
Statesville, NC 28677 
Phone: 704-873-7244 

www.fpcstatesville.org 
www.facebook.com/fpcstatesville 

Stephen W. Scott 
Wes Pitts 

Melody Morrison Beaty 

Pastor 
Director of Christian Education 
Director of Music 

THE CHURCH AT WORK: STUDY, SHARE, SERVE 
 

Today 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 
Monday Office Closed 
 
Tuesday Office Closed  
 
Wednesday Office Closed 
 
Friday Office Closed 
 
NEXT Sunday, July 9 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship 


